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							Other:		 	 	 	 	 	
	
2. What	did	you	Study	with	Mary	Craig	Powell?	(select	all	that	
apply)	
	
								Piano,	pre-college	 	 								Piano	Pedagogy,	
undergraduate	
								Piano,	undergraduate	 	 								Piano	Pedagogy,	
graduate	
								Piano,	graduate																																						Teacher	Training	
	
3. What	prompted	you	to	study	with	Powell?	What	factors,	such	
as	location,	reputation,	advertising,	professional	development,	
etc.,	influenced	your	decision?	
	
4. Describe	the	role	that	music	plays	in	your	life?	
	
5. Describe	the	amount	and	type	of	contact	you	have	had	with	
Powell	since	being	her	student.		Please	include	any	
professional	collaborations.	
	
6. Describe	Powell	as	a	person:	
	 A.	Describe	her	demeanor.	
														B.	What	personal	interactions	with	Powell	can	you					
	 					share?	
	
7. Describe	the	relationship	that	you	had	with	Powell	as	your	
teacher.	
	
8. Describe	the	impact	Powell	has	had	on	your	life	and	career.	
	
9. According	to	your	own	experiences,	what	do	you	think	are	
Powell’s	strengths	as	a	teacher	
	
10. According	to	your	own	experiences,	what	do	you	think	are	
Powell’s	weaknesses	as	a	teacher?	
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11. Describe	Powell	as	a	teacher:	
A. What	traits	made	her	an	effective	teacher?	
B. How	did	she	motivate	students?	
C. How	did	she	encourage	students?	
D. What	standards	and	expectations	did	she	have?		
	
SECTION	B:	Former	Piano	Students	of	Mary	Craig	Powell	
	
12. Approximately	what	age	were	you	when	you	took	lessons	
with	Powell?		
	
13. Please	list	dates	of	study	with	Powell.		Years	(such	as	1998-
2000)	
	
14. Did	your	musical	education	begin	with	Powell	or	were	you	a	
transfer	student?	
	
15. Were	you	a	Suzuki	or	traditional	student?		If	you	were	a	
Suzuki	student,	please	indicate	what	book	levels	you	studied	
with	Powell.	
	
16. Describe	a	typical	lesson	with	Powell:	
A. Describe	the	teaching	environment.	
B. Describe	the	content	and	sequencing	of	the	lesson.	
C. Describe	the	goals	and	assignments	given	during	a	
lesson.	
D. Describe	the	feedback	given	during	the	lesson.	
E. Describe	Powell’s	most	effective	teaching	
techniques.			
	
17. Describe	her	approach	to	teaching	the	following:	
A. Phrasing	and	musicality	
B. Technique	
C. Sight	Reading	
D. Listening	
E. Parental	Involvement	
F. Rhythm	
G. Music	Theory	
H. Practicing	
I. Performing	
J. Piano	literature		
K. Other	topics	
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18. Describe	any	games,	activities,	props	or	additional	materials	
used	during	the	lesson.	
	
19. Describe	any	group	classes	you	attended:	
A. Describe	any	class	activates	or	games.	
B. Describe	the	role	of	performance.	
C. Describe	Powell’s	approach	to	teaching	music	
history.	
	
20. Describe	Powell	as	a	teacher	of	children.	
	
21. Did	you	participate	in	piano	competitions	when	you	studied	
with	Powell?		If	yes,	what	awards,	prizes	or	scholarships	did	
you	receive?	
	
22. What	aspect	of	Powell’s	teaching	impacted	you	the	most?	
	
23. Please	list	any	other	memorable	experiences	you	have	from	
studying	piano	with	Mary	Craig	Powell.	
	
24. In	addition	to	lessons,	did	you	ever	receive	Suzuki	Teacher	
Training	from	Mary	Craig	Powell?	
	
	
SECTION	C:		Suzuki	Piano	Teachers	who	received	their	teacher-training	
from	Powell.	
	
25. When	and	where	did	you	complete	your	training	with	Mary	
Craig	Powell?	
	
26. How	were	you	first	introduced	to	Powell?		What	
circumstances	led	you	to	enroll	in	a	teacher-training	course?	
	
27. What	level	of	training	did	you	compete	with	Powell?		Have	
you	ever	retaken	a	course	taught	by	Powell?	
	
28. Describe	what	you	learned	in	each	of	the	following	areas	
during	your	training	with	Powell.	
A. Teaching	reading	and	rhythm.	
B. Teaching	technique.		
C. Teaching	musicality.	
D. Teaching	music	theory.	
E. Teaching	how	to	practice.	
F. Teaching	group	classes	
G. Beginning	students	
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H. Intermediate	students	
I. Advanced	students	
J. Repertoire	for	students	
K. Sequencing	and	pacing	
L. Lesson	planning	and	curriculum	
M. Motivating	students	
N. Standards	and	expectations	
O. Working	with	parents	
P. Professionalism	
	
29. Describe	Powell’s	approach	to	working	with	children.	
	
30. Describe	Powell’s	interaction	with	students’	parents.	
	
31. Describe	any	unique	or	effective	teaching	techniques	used	by	
Powell.	
	
32. Did	you	observe	Powell	teaching	a	lesson?		If	yes,	please	
describe	the	content,	pacing,	effectiveness,	and	techniques	
used	by	Powell	during	the	lesson.	
	
33. Which	key	concepts,	philosophies	or	teaching	techniques	do	
you	fell	make	Powell	a	successful	teacher?	
	
34. How	has	you	r	training	with	Powell	changed	your	own	
teaching?	
	
SECTION	D:	Concluding	Questions	for	All	Former	Students	
	
35. Have	you	or	do	you	currently	use	any	of	Powell’s	teaching	
techniques	or	philosophies	in	your	own	teaching?		Please	
describe	what	has	impacted	you	the	most.	
	
36. Describe	at	least	two	specific	events,	such	as	parts	of	lessons	
or	classes	that	are	most	memorable	about	your	experiences	
with	Powell.	
	
37. What,	in	your	opinion,	are	Powell’s	lasting	contributions	to	
the	field	of	piano	pedagogy?	
	
38. Additional	comments.	
	
39. May	I	include	your	name	with	your	remarks?		If	yes,	please	list	
your	name	here.	
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40. May	I	contact	you	for	additional	participation	in	this	study?		If	
yes,	list	your	name	and	contact	information.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
